We’re just days from the
General Election.

And just four years from
bankruptcy.







What happens

when the money
runs out?

By law, the Isle of Man is obliged to
run a budget surplus and is not
permitted to amass any external debt.
We have achieved this since the VAT
renegotiation in 2009 by drawing upon
our once-substantial reserves, which
are now significantly depleted and
could be used up completely by 2020.

Once our reserves are gone, we may
be able to stave off disaster for
another couple of years by having a
fire sale of our assets, including the
airport and Sea Terminal. However,
that money will also be consumed
quickly to paper over ongoing deficits,
leaving us with no option but to
approach the UK for a bailout or
permission to establish a national debt.

My belief is that the UK will make such
assistance conditional on surrendering
our self-determination. The best-case
scenario is that the Lieutenant
Governor would impose direct rule,
replacing the House of Keys with a
panel of technocrats who would take
the necessary decisions to rebalance
the island’s finances. More likely, we
would be forced to become part of
the United Kingdom, returning one
MP to Woestminster and replacing
Tynwald and our 20 local authorities
with a single unitary council.

This would mean that we would pay UK
rates of personal and corporate taxation,
causing the finance industry (generating
34% of our GDP and 25% of all jobs), e-
gaming companies (17% of our GDP) and
Corporate Service Providers to flee the
island. Unemployment would soar to
record levels and the island would
massively depopulate, with already
depressed property prices collapsing
completely.

This is a nightmare scenario that can-
not be allowed to unfold. Whatever
decisions we have to take to ensure
our finances are sustainable cannot be
as painful as this alternative.




scheme that
wed an island.



d investment
€ our priority.



Thanks to continuous economic
growth and a highly advantageous
Customs & Excise Agreement, the
Isle of Man Government has been
able to spend freely without
consequence for at least the last
twenty years. We have built a state-
of-the-art hospital, a futuristic power
station, an even more startling Energy
from Waste plant and a hugely
expensive (yet notoriously unreliable)
sewage system, among other
extravagances.

Even in our present straitened
circumstances, the spending has not
stopped: to take just one example, the
Department of Infrastructure is
involved in continuous and very costly
roadworks. Notwithstanding, the
standard of roads across the Douglas
Central constituency largely remains

deplorable and the flagship Peel Road
A\ scheme resulted in a confusing
layout including a cycle lane to
nowhere — and of course
quickly required remedial
work to deal with
significant defects.

Let’s put vanity
projects in their place.

The past.

To date, the Government has spent
more than a million pounds on its
latest white elephant, the Douglas
Promenade redevelopment, without
completing one inch of work north
of Victoria Street. With more than
£20 million earmarked for the
project, it appears intent on pursuing
a modernistic design that is
completely unsuited to a Victorian
resort like Douglas and spending
millions of pounds on relocating the
horse tram tracks whilst introducing
new traffic calming measures. (The
irony here is obvious: by running
down the middle of the road, the
horse trams themselves have a
significant effect in slowing traffic
speeds.)

It is vital that we strengthen our sea
defences and resurface the Promenade,
which is in a disgraceful and potentially
dangerous state. We do not need a
radical redesign and do not have the
money for such a grandiose scheme. |
will argue for the minimum level of
spending to be assigned to the project,
and for some proportion of the
savings to be allocated to improving
streetscapes across the remainder of
Douglas.






our place in a
-Brexit world.




f horse trams
and heritage.



Readers of a certain age will
remember Mike Yarwood’s prime
time TV show from the seventies, in
which he would deliver an hour or so
of inspired impressions before
dropping out of character, declaring
“And this is me” and finishing with a
lame song or some half-hearted jokes.
This is that part of my manifesto, since
this campaign isn’t really about me or
how interesting | am but about what
needs to be done to avert disaster for
the island.

As a 49-year-old advertising copywriter
and creative director, whose career
has included stints with major agencies
such as | Walter Thompson and the
Saatchi Group, my expertise is in
coming up with radical ideas and
synthesising them to make them work.
Given the dire financial situation we
face, such creative thinking could prove
invaluable.

| have also been lucky enough to mix
with some interesting political
thinkers, as a result of training
prospective MPs in communication
techniques. My involvement in UK
politics ended when | moved to the
Isle of Man just over eleven years ago,
and since then | have immersed myself
in many aspects of island life.

nd finally, a few

ords about me.

As a committee member of local charity
ManxAid, | have been instrumental in
raising significant sums for deserving
island causes, whilst my Facebook
campaign Save The IOM Horse Tram
attracted thousands of supporters and
was influential in pressuring the
Government to take over the iconic
service after Douglas Borough Council
chose to abandon it months before its
[40th anniversary.

Residents of Tynwald ward will also
remember meeting me during last
year’s Douglas East by-election, which
| lost by |4 votes. | enjoyed canvassing
in every part of the constituency, but
was particularly struck by the warmth
and hospitality of people in this ward
and so chose to follow it into the new
Douglas Central constituency.

If you would like to support me, please
cut out and display your preferred side
of the poster opposite or get in touch
with me for a larger A3 or A4 version.
Should you need a lift to the polling
station on 22nd September or simply
fancy a chat, please call me on 614877
or 489257, email richard.falk@me.com
or connect with me via facebook.com/
richardfalkformhk or twitter.com/
mhkfalk.
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