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Saltwells to get National 
Nature Reserve Status
Dudley’s popular and much-loved 
Saltwells Nature Reserve is set to 
be elevated to National Nature 
Reserve Status this autumn thanks 
to the support of Natural England.
The 250 acre site, which is locally famed for its vibrant 
bluebells, has been recognised as a site of national 
importance by Natural England for its unique geology. 
An official announcement is expected in the autumn, 
with a public celebration event planned.
The designation of Saltwells is of particular significance 
as it’s the first geological site to be selected under 
Natural England’s new NNR strategy launched in 2017. 
England’s 220 National Nature Reserves are the crown 
jewels of England`s natural heritage. The recognition of 
Saltwells meeting this extremely high national standard 
puts it alongside such famous landscapes as the Lizard 
in Cornwall and Lindisfarne in Northumberland. 
Councillor Karen Shakespeare, cabinet member for 
environmental services said:
“I am so proud of what we have on our doorstep and 
this is testament to all the hard work of everyone 
involved on a daily basis.  
“I am delighted that Saltwells is the first nature reserve 
to be recognised under the new Natural England NNR 
Strategy, and I look forward to celebrating with them in 
the autumn.”

Welcome to the 
autumn edition of 
Your borough 
YOUR HOME
I hope you had a great summer and 
managed to explore some of the fantastic 
sights, attractions, parks and nature 
reserves on our doorstep.
I’m sure few places can boast such an amazing mix of 
top tourist attractions and heritage sites, alongside 
nationally recognised parks and nature reserves. 
That’s why in this edition we’re celebrating everything 
there is to discover in Dudley.
From the Castle Hill attractions, the Red House Glass 
Cone, the tunnels at Dudley Canal & Tunnel Trust, 
town hall venues, museums and Himley Hall to the 
historic Leasowes, Wrens Nest and Saltwells national 
nature reserves and Green Flag parks - we have it all. 
And we’ve been showcasing these in the amazing new 
Discover Dudley film – which you may have already 
seen on prime time ITV. Watch it here - 
www.discoverdudley.org.uk
Boosting tourism is just one of the ways we’re looking 
to raise the profile of Dudley borough at a regional, 
national and international level. This sits alongside 
us growing the economy and creating homes and 
jobs through an ambitious regeneration programme, 
featured in our last edition.
Enjoy discovering Dudley - step out and discover the 
delights on your doorstep and, when you have friends 
and family over, make sure they get to see what we 
have to offer too!

Councillor Patrick Harley 
Leader of Dudley Council
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Your borough 
YOUR HOME e-bulletin
Keep up to date with all of the latest news    
and information by signing up to our e-bulletin. 
Just visit www.dudley.gov.uk and sign up at   
the bottom of the page.

Councillor Karen Shakespeare (centre) with Tim Coleshaw 
from Natural England at Saltwells Nature Reserve, 
celebrating with wardens and Friends group volunteers
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DiscoverDudley
With a wide range of events and activities across our visitor attractions, 
historic buildings, beautiful nature reserves and parks, Dudley really does 
have something for everyone. It’s on your doorstep -  get out and discover it!

• Black Country Living Museum
• Dudley Zoological Gardens
• Dudley Canal & Tunnel Trust
• Dudley Town Hall
• Himley Hall & Park
• intu Merry Hill
• Red House Glass Cone

• Dudley Museum at the Archives
• White House Cone Museum of Glass
• Two National Nature Reserves
• Ruskin Glass Centre
• Stourbridge Canal
• The Lace Guild

Our attractions

People can keep up to date with what’s going on by signing up to the 
Discover Dudley e-newsletter - email tourism@dudley.gov.uk 

There is something for everyone - 
visit www.discoverdudley.org.uk to find out more!

Tourism is one of the UK’s most important industries. It is directly responsible for 3.1 million jobs, attracts 
nearly 40 million overseas visitors a year and last year brought in nearly £23 billion for the UK economy*.

Latest figures for the economic impact of tourism in the borough of Dudley in 2017 revealed that:
• 6.8 million trips were undertaken in the area, made up of
• 6.6 million day trips and 0.2 million overnight visits 
• It contributed to £528 million spent in the local area as a result of tourism
• It supported 10,444 jobs, both for local residents and those living nearby 
*Source: Economic Impact of Tourism Dudley Borough 2017 by the Research Solution
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Events at Himley and Museums 
There’s loads going on at Himley Hall - we have regular antique and craft fairs, our café serves bostin’ afternoon 
teas, and we’ve even got a murder mystery night booked in with everyone’s favourite Black Country lasses The 
Fizzogs in September! Find out more on the Discover Dudley website.
We’ve got loads of craft sessions on for both adults and kids at our museums - our JAM (Juniors at Museums) and 
Let’s Do This programmes are really popular. Check them out!

Councillor Ian Kettle, cabinet member for regeneration and enterprise, said: 

“When you see everything the borough has to offer, it’s quite remarkable.           
“We have national nature reserves, internationally important geological sites, award winning attractions, 
historic locations and many protected green spaces. 
“Dudley borough has so much going for it. Yes, we were a key part of the past. But we continue to look 
forward, teaching new skills, protecting endangered animals and running first class attractions. Dudley is a 
great place to visit.”

Christmas and October half term  
It might be shorts and t-shirts weather at the 
moment, but before you know it the kids will be 
back at school and it will be time to start thinking 
about Halloween, Guy Fawkes and Santa. 
Whether it’s messy museum craft sessions, free 
swimming, big bonfires or Christmas light switch-
ons, we’ll have plenty to do to keep the kids 
entertained. Keep an eye on the Discover Dudley 
website for events!

Did you see us on the telly? 
A three-minute video was produced in May last year 
to showcase all the borough has to offer for tourists. 
It certainly shows Dudley as a great place to stay and 
visit! A shorter 30-second version of the Discover 
Dudley video aired on TV over the summer, with 
visits to the website trebling after its first screening 
in the ad break for Emmerdale in July. Have you 
seen it yet? Check it out on Youtube - it will make 
you proud to be from round ‘ere!
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School crossing patrols 
needed
Dudley Council is looking for friendly, 
enthusiastic people to join the school 
crossing patrol team.

We are currently looking to recruit in 11 locations 
across the borough and anyone interested can 
get in touch to find out more. Informal chats can 
help people decide if it’s for them. 

Applications can be made on paper through     
the road safety team, as well as online through 
WM Jobs. 

All posts are permanent and it is hoped 
successful candidates will be in post before the 
end of 2019. Shifts times vary, with cover 
required during the morning and evening school 
runs. Shifts tend to run between 8am–9am and 
2.45pm–4pm.  

Posts are for term time only (39 weeks a year). 
The hourly rate for most candidates is around 
£9. Successful candidates will need to undergo 
a DBS check and health screening. 

Posts are available in Stourbridge,  Wollaston, 
Wordsley, Halesowen, Kingswinford and Dudley.

People can apply online at https://www.
wmjobs.co.uk/job/61211/school-crossing-
patrol/

Adult social care in Dudley is 
“excellent”, review finds 
Dudley Council has been praised for its 
work in adult social care following a visit 
by officers and elected members from a 
number of other local authorities.

Representatives from Dorset, Telford & Wrekin, 
Worcestershire and Solihull councils visited 
the borough to conduct a Peer Review into the 
effectiveness of the service.

The report praises a “proud, passionate and 
committed” workforce with strong values about care 
and a focus on what is best for the adults they are 
helping.

The visitors said Dudley’s urgent care and 
safeguarding services were both “excellent” as was 
the adult social care leadership team.

The new Dudley Disability Service, which supports 
people of all ages to live independent and fulfilling 
lives, was hailed as delivering better outcomes for 
people.

Councillor Nicolas Barlow, cabinet member for 
adult social care, said:

“The peer review could not have gone better from our 
point of view. I am immensely proud of the team.”

School crossing patrols Paul Mullings 
and Megan Powell



Borough beauty spots receive coveted 
Green Flag status
Six parks and nature reserves in the Dudley borough 
have proved they are a cut above the rest by 
obtaining Green Flag status.
Priory Park, Buffery Park and Wrens Nest National Nature Reserve 
in Dudley; Silver Jubilee Park in Coseley; Mary Stevens Park in 
Stourbridge and Leasowes Park in Halesowen have all received 
the Green Flag Award. The international award, handed out by 
environmental charity Keep Britain Tidy, recognises and rewards the 
best parks and green spaces across the country. 

Meanwhile Abbey Road Allotments in Halesowen was the recipient of 
a Green Flag Community Award. It recognises quality sites managed 
by voluntary and community groups.

Councillor Karen Shakespeare, cabinet member for 
environmental services, said: 
“We are absolutely delighted that six of our parks have received 
a Green Flag Award, along with the deserved recognition for the 
brilliant volunteers down at Abbey Road Allotments.”
L-R: Councillor Karen Shakespeare, Deborah Merrick (senior heritage park ranger) 
and Michael Monckton (park activator)

For all of the latest news visit www.dudley.gov.uk/media-centre  9  Your home 

New leaflet showcases 
geological gems
A new leaflet has been 
launched to help visitors to 
Dudley learn more about 
the geological history 
behind some of the town’s 
architectural gems.
The Dudley Geological Heritage Trail 
leaflet identifies 23 key locations 
around the town centre which 
show geological features within the 
architecture. They include Stone 
Street Square and the two statues in 
the town centre, of footballer Duncan 
Edwards and the Earl of Dudley.

It has been produced as part of 
the Dudley Townscape Heritage 
Scheme, which receives funding 
through the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund.  

Councillor Ian Kettle, cabinet 
member for regeneration and 
enterprise, said: 

“We want to increase visitor numbers 
to the town centre, hopefully leading 
to expenditure within the local 
economy and supporting local 
businesses.”  

Paper copies will also be available 
at Dudley Council Plus in Castle 
Street, as well as at borough libraries, 
museums and leisure centres. 
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More sad than happy
Mental health, just like our physical health, 
goes up and down.  It’s normal to feel 
stressed, anxious, low, or have trouble 
sleeping some of the time.  But when it 
becomes frequent or overwhelming it is 
time to ask for help.
For advice go to the NHS Every Mind Matters 
website at www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters
You can also get tips on what you can do in your 
everyday life by looking at the Dudley Five Ways to 
Wellbeing at www.lets-get.com/healthy-lifestyles/
mental-wellbeing/five-ways-wellbeing 

It’s ok to talk about 
suicide
One in four people think about taking 
their own life. Yet it is still tricky to 
talk to others about feeling suicidal. 
No-one should suffer in silence.  
If you:
• are struggling with negative thoughts 
• are worried about someone 
• have been affected by suicide
go to www.reachoutdudley.co.uk for advice 
and links to local support organisations.

Free Park Active - more than just exercise 
Fun, fitness, fresh air and friends, the free Park Active workout classes that take 
place every weekend, are proving to be fantastically fulfilling.

People of all ages and abilities are 
attending the exercise sessions at 
parks across the borough and the 
feedback is that people are 
benefiting from more than just 
improved health.
Jane Lacey, 59, who lives in Lye, 
has been taking part in the Park 
Active classes at Stevens Park in 
Wollescote since they began in 
February.  She is now training as a 
volunteer instructor to run future 
Park Active classes.
She said: “I am really enjoying Park 
Active. I love exercising and being 
outside, but for me it’s just as much 
about meeting a new social group.  

I live in Lye but work in Birmingham 
and don’t get the chance to meet 
local people.  Now, thanks to 
going to the Park Active classes I 
am meeting ladies who live only 
two streets away.”

Park Active takes place every 
weekend and you can just drop-in 
on the weeks that you are 
available.  Saturday sessions run at 
9.30am at Stevens Park, 
Wollescote; 10am at Buffery Park, 
Kate’s Hill and 10am at Abbey 
Street Rec in Gornal.  Sunday 
sessions run at 9am at Grange 
Park, Dudley and 11am at Stevens 
Park, Quarry Bank. 

Children are welcome, but must 
attend with an adult.
Also available are different types of 
outdoor exercise programmes 
delivered by Park Activators from 
the healthy hubs. They take place 
on Tuesdays to Saturdays 
throughout the year at Silver 
Jubilee, Netherton, Huntingtree 
and Mary Stevens parks 
For more details search for ‘park 
active’ on www.lets-get.com and 
feel fab.
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Flu - an unnecessary killer
Every winter up to 14,000 people in 
England and Wales die because of flu, 
but you can protect yourself.  
There’s a free flu vaccination for people most at risk.  
But as the virus changes each year, it’s important to 
have the flu jab every 12 months.

Free vaccine
The following people can get a free flu spray or injection 
from your GP or local pharmacy:

• Children aged 2 and 3 and pupils in primary school
• Anyone with a long-term health condition aged 

from 6 months to 64 years 
• People over 65 
• Pregnant women
• Anyone who is a registered carer or the main carer 

for a sick relative 
• Care home workers and those who provide care in 

someone’s home.
Children
Children are ‘super spreaders’ of flu, so help protect you 
and your family.
Primary school pupils are offered a free nasal spray at 
school. No nasty needles, it is just a squirt up the nose. 

Pregnant women
If you get flu while you are pregnant, you are at more 
risk of miscarrying, having a stillbirth or early birth, as 
well as complications after giving birth. You’re also five 
times more likely to be admitted to hospital than others 
for flu-related problems.
Having the flu jab protects you and your baby for the 
first six months of their life.
Ask your midwife or GP for advice and   
visit www.lets-get.com
 

Standing together… 
for better balance
Do you: 

• Feel unsteady on your feet?
• Want to stay independent?
• Want to improve your confidence and 

reduce your fear of falling?
• Want to keep active and have fun?

If so, our FREE Standing Together exercise 
programme can help you. The classes take 
place at Mary Stevens Park, Stourbridge, Quarry 
Bank Community Centre, Huntingtree Park, 
Halesowen and Silver Jubilee Park, Coseley.

For more information, or to book a place call 
01384 815190.

HIV testing week
The letters HIV can be scary.  However, 
although there is no cure, the 
treatment available now allows people 
with HIV the chance to live long and 
healthy lives. The key is to find out as 
soon as possible that you have it and 
start treatment quickly.
For advice on all things HIV, and the closest and 
best testing service for you, Dudley Council 
works with local charity the What? Centre.      
Go to www.beehivewhatcentre.co.uk or call 
01384 885488.
It can take as little as 60 seconds to get a HIV 
test result. Free tests are offered at 10 local 
pharmacies. Find out where you can walk 
in without an appointment at https://psnc.
org.uk/dudley-lpc/services/commissioned-
services/hiv-poct-testing/
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Welcome to the latest  
edition of Home Affairs!
It’s really important that 
everyone understands that 
people’s homes go beyond 
their front doors. 
Making sure the communities 
people live in are safe, thriving, 
happy places is absolutely key to 
enriching people’s lives.
A big part of my cabinet brief 
is communities and residents’ 
welfare. With that in mind, I am 
making sure we are all working hard 
at Dudley Council, and with our partners, to 
ensure that the safety of our communities remains at the 
forefront of everything we do.
In this edition of Home Affairs you’ll see we have a zero 
tolerance stance to any form of anti-social behaviour. We 
have a dedicated group to make sure we work with people 
who are affected by anti-social behaviour to stop it quickly, 
and maintain an excellent working relationship with our 
communities to try to ensure it doesn’t happen in the first 
place. There is now an abundance of ways to report crime 
and anti-social behaviour, including a new Live Chat portal 
for West Midlands Police, making it quicker and easier than 
ever before to tell us your concerns!
There are lots of ways people can get involved including 
joining their local tenants and residents association as 
well as signing up to the WM Now portal and actively get 
involved in a Street Watch group. You can find information 
online at www.west-midlands.police.uk/get-involved.
By working together we can keep our communities safe 
and happy.

Councillor Laura Taylor
Cabinet member for housing, 
communities and residents’ welfare

Follow Dudley borough  
tenants and residents 
associations on social media

Tenants and residents associations 
across the borough are reaching     
out to the wider community by     
using Facebook.  
If you live in one of the areas listed below and 
want to get updates from your local TRA you  
can find and like them on Facebook. 

Beacon estate in Sedgley
www.facebook.com/beaconhilltra
Bowling Green area of Netherton 
www.facebook.com/bgtra
Butterfield Court, Dudley
www.facebook.com/butterfieldcourttra
Darby End area in Netherton
www.facebook.com/darbyendtra
Dunns Bank, Brierley Hill
www.facebook.com/dunnsbanktra  
Ellowes Hall & area in Lower Gornal
www.facebook.com/elloweshalltra
Hawbush area in Brierley Hill
www.facebook.com/hawbushtra
Netherton Central
www.facebook.com/nethertoncentraltra
Netherton Regeneration Group
www.facebook.com/nethertonregen
Norton Green
www.facebook.com/nortongreentra
Oval & Tudor TRA
www.facebook.com/ovalandtudortra
Vicarage Prospect area of Dudley
www.facebook.com/vicarageprospecttra
Wollaston Farm
www.facebook.com/WollastonFarm

View the latest news for tenants and leaseholders at www.dudley.gov.uk/home-affairs
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Chapel Street Housing Forum 

Chapel Street Housing Forum is a new 
group and volunteers are very active within 
the area. 
They are keen gardeners and have made many 
improvements to the communal gardens around 
Raven Court in Brierley Hill and plan to continue their 
good work in other garden areas around the estate.  

Some of the improvement work was made possible 
by Wickes kindly donating £100 in vouchers and 
CTL (Canalside Tackle Ltd) donating a range of items 
including garden lights and tools. 
Volunteers Jamie Andrews, Kyle Johnson, Roger Scriven, 
Mohammed Riaz and Marc Dunn with Samantha Whiley from 
CTL (second left).

Have you suffered from 
anti-social behaviour? 

People can help crackdown on anti-social 
behaviour by joining a special focus group.
Dudley Council’s dedicated anti-social 
behaviour team has a zero tolerance stance 
on any form of anti-social behaviour (ASB).  

Members of the team are keen to work 
with residents to address any issues.

A dedicated group is up and running to look at 
new ways of cracking down on the problem.

The ASB Focus Group meets on a regular 
basis to discuss ways to improve the service, 
examine the team’s performance and work 
with officers to make sure the way the issue 
is dealt with continues to improve. 

The group is appealing for new members, who 
have experienced anti-social behaviour, either 
now or in the past. People need to attend 
between four and six meetings a year. 

For more information about getting involved 
please contact the participation development 
team on 01384 815168 or email participation@
dudley.gov.uk

To report anti-social behaviour contact 
Dudley Council Plus on 0300 555 2345 or visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk and search ‘anti-social 
behaviour’.
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Dudley Housing Board

People can volunteer and help 
make a difference to housing across 
Dudley borough by volunteering.

People can either join the Housing Board or 
become one of a team of Service Inspectors.

The positions are voluntary but 
offer new experiences, training and 
development, and an opportunity to be 
at the forefront of housing in Dudley. 

Travel expenses are reimbursed. 
Volunteers need to commit to attending 
at least six meetings a year. 

Volunteers need to call the participation 
development team on 01384 815168 or 
email participation@dudley.gov.uk 
to find out more.

Islington paint bench

People out and about in the Islington area 
of Halesowen can now take the weight off 
their feet thanks to a new bench which has 
been donated by Crown Paints and council 
contractor The Bell Group. 

The bench is made using material from recycled 
paint tins and was officially unveiled by the 
Mayor of Dudley, Councillor David Stanley.

Netherton high rise

Plans to demolish four high rise blocks in 
Netherton are on track and the council 
is making good progress to clear the site 
before demolition. 

The four blocks, Arley Court, Compton Court, Manor 
Court and Wells Court, were all built in the 1960s, but 
will be demolished to make way for new housing. The 
ageing buildings are now considered too expensive to 
run and need nearly £10 million spending to bring them 
up to standard. 

Because of the location of the blocks, they will not be 
demolished with explosives but taken down floor by 
floor. The target completion date is 2023. 



Community
Your

FORUMS
Working together to improve our communities
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Get involved with your TRA
Tenants and Residents Associations (TRAs) hold regular public meetings. The groups discuss many issues 
relating to their local community and make suggestions on how to make improvements. It’s also a great way 
to get to know your neighbours. For more information visit www.dudley.gov.uk and search ‘getting 
involved’, or contact the participation team on 01384 815168, email participation@dudley.gov.uk or 
follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/participationindudley

• Meet local councillors and a representative from the police 
to talk about issues and ideas to improve local communities

• Grants of up to £5,000 to support local 
community groups are available

• Full details, including venues and dates of meetings 
being held this month and in the new year, are available 

at www.dudley.gov.uk, search community forums. 

Everyone welcome!
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New chief executive 
for the council 
Kevin O’Keefe has taken up the role 
of chief executive at Dudley Council.
The 55-year-old, who takes over from Sarah 
Norman, comes to Dudley from Wolverhampton 
City Council where he held the post of director 
of governance.

Kevin’s focus is on bringing more investors to 
the borough, raising the area’s profile on the 
regional, national and international stage and 
building on the area’s thriving visitor economy.

“I’m delighted to have joined Dudley at such an 
exciting time,” said Kevin.

“Everywhere has a tipping point, when great 
things start to happen, and for us it’s bringing 
the Midland Metro to Dudley. 

“We’re brilliantly located, close to the M5, 
with good rail links from Wolverhampton and 
Birmingham and an international airport 45 
minutes away. 

“Our visitor economy, with fantastic attractions 
from Dudley Zoo and Castle and the Black 
Country Living Museum to the Red House Glass 
Cone, museums and nationally recognised 
parks and nature reserves, is booming.

“With the new links the metro will bring, now 
is the time to come to Dudley, invest, expand 
and grow.”

Plastics recycling
Local residents often ask the council 
what happens to the plastics they 
recycle and why they have to separate 
them from other materials. 
The answer is simple, by separating them, residents are 
helping to recycle better quality products, which can be 
fully processed and used again. 
If the council went down the ‘co-mingling’ route, 
(everything placed in one bin), it could lead to high levels 
of contamination, which means products are rejected at 
processing plants and this defeats the point of recycling.  

You can read more about the council’s approach to 
plastics and what happens to them at 
www.dudley.gov.uk, search plastic recycling.

Top advice
for consumers

People can keep one step ahead of the 
scammers at the click of a button with 
a series of blogs by Dudley’s trading 
standards experts.
The Dudley Council team shares top tips with people 
in the monthly online blogs which are available on the 
council’s website.

Visit www.dudley.gov.uk 
and search for ‘consumer advice’.

New leisure centre
Plans are progressing for a new 
leisure centre in Dudley and the 
redevelopment of Halesowen 
and Crystal Leisure Centres. 
See the next edition for the full story.
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Helping older people       stay safe and well 
As the summer ebbs away and the dark nights draw in vulnerable people are at risk from bogus callers and distraction burglaries.
The Living Well, Feeling Safe service works in partnership with West Midlands Police to keep older or vulnerable people safe, well and independent in their homes. 

To find out more or request a home visit call the team on 01384 817743.

Noticeboard

Blue Badges for people 
with ‘non visible’   
conditions
The government’s Blue Badge scheme 

is being extended to people who have 

non visible, hidden conditions. The new 

criteria came into force on 30 August 

and applies to drivers or passengers with 

conditions such as dementia, anxiety 

disorders or autism. 

People applying for a Blue Badge under this 

new criteria will need to support the application 

with evidence of their condition or illness from 

a professional treating them. Having a certain 

condition however does not automatically entitle 

someone to a Blue Badge.

For more information visit: 

www.dudley.gov.uk/bluebadge

With our free, easy to use Living well, feeling 

safe online tool that guides you to personalised 

information on products and services that can help

Find an online ‘prescription’ to suit your own needs. Find equipment, 

services and organisations that can help you manage at home.

Advice on your health, your home, daily activities like cooking, eating 

and drinking, bathing, getting upstairs, even hobbies.

Easy to use, available 24/7 and all done in a click. 

Visit www.lwfsonline.org.uk

Make life a little 

easier...all in a click

living well,  
feeling safe

People’s Panel  

If people no longer go into town to get all 

their shopping, how can we help our 

towns thrive? 

Dudley is one of three councils selected by the 

government to set up a People’s Panel to help 

come up with answers to this and other questions.  

The Dudley People’s Panel, 

made up of about 50 local 

people, will look at what 

communities and the 

council can do together to 

make Dudley and Brierley 

Hill town centres places that 

are vibrant, welcoming and 

somewhere to be proud of.

Invitations to take part will be posted to random 

addresses within 1.5 miles of the two town 

centres in September. 

For more information visit: 

www.dudley.gov.uk/peoples-panel

People’s Panel 

Making life a little easier is just a click away People who might be struggling to manage at home can f ind useful information about products, equipment and practical support from a free, handy online tool. 
Living Well, Feeling Safe Online has been developed by Dudley Council in partnership with 
the Disability Living Foundation to help people find 
the support, gadgets and products that can help 
them be more independent. Visit the website at: www.lwfsonline.org.uk
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School admissions 
Applications for primary and 
secondary school places for 
2020 can be made online.
Secondary applications can be made 
from 1 September 2019 - closing date 
for applications is 31 October 2019.

Primary applications can be made 
from 1 October 2019 - closing date 
for applications is 15 January 2020. 

To find out more and apply online visit: 
www.dudley.gov.uk/admissions

Supporting people with 

dementia and their carers 

The number of people diagnosed with a form 

of dementia is on the rise. D
udley’s dementia 

service provides support across all areas 

from pre diagnosis concerns through to post 

diagnosis support. 

For more information or to ask for support or advice 

contact the service on 01384 813600 or 813315.

Digital gadgets to keep 
people safe and independent  
Dudley Telecare Service provides support to 
people at home with devices such as pull   
cord alarms, pendant alarms, falls    
detectors and medication dispensers.   

In addition, the service now offers new digital  

technology with a wide range of devices that can 

connect intelligently and offers preventative support   

and independence for people with dementia, learning 

disabilities or complex needs. 

For more information call Dudley Telecare Service on 

0300 555 2040 or visit www.dudley.gov.uk/telecare

Forging a Future for All awards 2019 
Nominate people and organisations doing great things in the Dudley borough.  
There are 13 categories in this year’s awards.
For more information and to enter visit: www.dudleynews.co.uk/awards/forgingafuture
Closing date for entries is Thursday 19 September

#HOME Referenced in the Domesday 
Book of 1086 as Dudelei, the 
borough of Dudley is now proudly 
referred to as the ‘historic capital 
of the Black Country’

A GREAT PLACE TO CALL

FOR OVER A
THOUSAND YEARS

IN DUDLEY BOROUGH
Find out more at www.dudleyboroughvision2030.org.uk

Skills and 
employment boost  

Dudley Council is working with the 

West Midlands Combined Authority 

to develop an innovative skills a
nd 

employment project, called LINKS 

Together, to help r
esidents benef it from 

the arrival of the Midland Metro.  

The initiative is being piloted in Brierley Hill, which 

will be the final Metro stop, and will have close links 

with businesses at the DY5 enterprise zone.

Initiatives are already underway in the area and 

local people are encouraged to take part. 

To find out more call Brierley Hill Neighbourhood 

Learning Centre on 01384 816440.
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and aged between16to29
Living in the Black Country

This project is receiving up to £34 million of funding made up of £17million European Social Fund and £17 million 
Youth Employment Initiative, plus match funding of up to £8 m from the Big Lottery Fund and funding from partners

Over 11,000 people have taken a step towards employment
Thousands of young people are taking a step towards employment 

through the work of Black Country Impact
The service offers help for 16 to 29 year olds in Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall and Wolverhampton who are currently not in employment, 
education or training. The difference Black Country impact is making to people’s lives across the region can be best explained by one 
of the young adults who has received this support:

“When I was unemployed I felt like I lacked purpose and prospects . When I tried to change my circumstance 
it felt like a vicious cycle where I could not get the opportunities I needed to do the job that suits me. And 
now, the Black Country Impact has got the young person’s interest at its heart, encouraging young adults to 
embrace their interest and get a job out of it.”
The partnerships has forged relationships with more than 100 businesses or training providers to help people step into employment.

Support that is tailored to the individual
The help and assistance provided is tailored to individual need and support is also available for those with disabilities, ex-offenders 
and the homeless. Support includes supplying equipment, as well as providing free clothing, travel, and childcare depending on the 
needs of the individual.
Through Black Country Impact young adult across the region can build a future in a way that is tailored to them , through traineeships, 
apprenticeships, coaching, work placements, self-employment advice, including social enterprises, customised training and more.

The project is backed across the region
Dudley Council leads on the delivery of the service in partnership with Sandwell Council, Walsall Council,              
Wolverhampton Council and Black Country Talent Match, a Wolverhampton Voluntary Sector Council project 
funded by the National Lottery Community Fund.

Find out how you could take a step towards employment
There are a number of ways to contact Black Country Impact including Facebook at www.facebook.com/BlackCountrylmpact 
on Twitter by visiting @BC_lmpact and other alternatives such as email and telephone. 

To pick the way that suits you best or for more information visit www.dudley.gov.uk/bcimpact
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Supporting 
people who 
care for a family 
member 
or friend

Information SupportAdvice

Dudley 
carers

hub

Dudley Carers Hub and Wellbeing Service

Dudley Carers Hub, your new one stop shop for information, 

advice and support for carers of all ages living in Dudley Borough.
The hub offers a range of practical support, helpful services, up to date 
information and advice all focused on the needs of carers. Anyone 
providing personal, practical or emotional care for a family member or 
friend can ask for help.
Contact Dudley Carers Hub, Wellington Road, Dudley, DY1 1RD,  
give us a call on 01384 818723, email carers.network@dudley.gov.uk



Produced by Dudley Council. 
All information correct at time of printing.

Dudley Council does not accept any responsibility for or endorse 
and products or services offered by advertisers in this newsletter.

Dudley Council does not endorse or support content of any other 
inserts or leaflets which may be delivered by Royal Mail alongside 
this stand-alone newsletter.

This publication is available in 
large print and audio. To request 
a copy phone 0300 555 2345.

What’s on There’s lots happening across the borough...

To find out more about events and places visit www.discoverdudleyevents.co.uk

or for activities for kids visit www.dudley.gov.uk and search under ‘school’s out’

For a complete listing of programmes visit:  
www.boroughhalls.co.uk or call the box    
office on 01384 812812 

Dudley Town Hall
Night at the Darts - Phil ‘The Power’ Taylor
Thursday 19 September - 7.30pm
The Bohemians - Queen Greatest Hits Tour
Sunday 22 September - 7.30pm 
Joe Brown - 60th Anniversary Tour
Friday 27 September - 7.30pm
The Drifters
Saturday 5 October - 7.30pm
Gary Powndland and Friends
Friday 11 October - 8pm
A Black Country Afternoon Out
Tuesday 15 October - 2pm
Jimeoin - Ramble On! Tour
Friday 18 October - 7.30pm
All Star Superslam Wrestling
Saturday 19 October - 6pm
Jim Davidson - The People Fight Back
Friday 25 October - 7.30pm
Little Fix - UK’s No. 1 Little Mix tribute
Sunday 27 October - 2pm
Dave Gorman
Thursday 31 October - 7.30pm

Stourbridge Town Hall
Plácido Domingo - cinema screening
Thursday 3 October - 7pm
Billy Connolly - cinema screening
Thursday 10 October - 7.30pm
Inspector Drake and the Black Widow
Friday 11 October - 7.30pm
High Jinx - magic, illusion and circus show
Tuesday 29 October - 2pm

Monday Movie Matinees 
Fortnightly at 1.30pm

Kum-n-avaloff Monthly comedy nights
First Thursday of the Month - 8pm
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Celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the 

moon landing
with us

Himley Bonfire
in association with Wates Living Space 

2 November 2019
Early bird tickets now on sale at 

www.himleyhallandpark.co.uk

Christmas lights 
switch ons

Halesowen - Saturday November 16, 9am-5pm
Dudley - Saturday November 23, 9am-5pm
Brierley Hill - Friday November 29, 3-6pm

Stourbridge - Saturday November 30, 9am-5pm

For more information visit www.dudley.gov.uk
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Save cash and energy  
at home this winter

Prepare now for winter with the Winter Warmth service.    
We can help you save money on your energy bills and apply 
now for gas and electricity discounts, to make sure you have 
an energy efficient winter.

The Winter Warmth service can:
• Find you the cheapest energy supplier and tariff for your home, 

getting you switched and sorted
• Apply for energy benefits, discounts and grants for you
• Support you if you have fuel debts and to find repayment plans
• Provide free home insulation and new boilers to qualifying homes

Many people across Dudley Borough have received our help 
and are no longer wasting cash on their home energy.

Call us for a free home visit on 01384 817086 
or email: WinterWarmth@dudley.gov.uk

keep warm,
keep well 

Winter warmth service
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